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May 2010
Dear PCN Families,

The State of Michigan requires the following  regulations as they are mandated for child care licensing.  These new regulations directly affect Plymouth Children’s Nursery, Inc. and its operations.  In order for us to keep our state license as a preschool program, our school is required by law to have all persons that come in contact with children at our preschool setting to obtain two background checks.  These checks are designed to protect our children from any person that has been “convicted of a felony involving harm or threatened harm” and/or “convicted of child abuse or neglect.”  These checks need to be completed before the start of the first day of school.
The first check is a criminal background clearance, which is completed using the Michigan State Police ICHAT (Internet Criminal History Access Tool) System.  This check will search the police database for all public Michigan criminal history information.  It is required on every parent/grandparent/caregiver that will be working in the classroom and is valid for 2 years, as long as the parent/family is enrolled in the school for both of those 2 years.  The check is completed online by the Co-Presidents, and the fee is waived for us due to PCN being a non-profit preschool program.  In order to perform the criminal background check, the following information is required from each parent working in the classroom:

1. Name

2. Sex

3. Race

4. Date of Birth

5. Signature on Release (see attached release).
This information will be entered into the ICHAT computer database by us and sent directly, via the internet, to the Michigan State Police for the check.
The second check is a child abuse/neglect clearance, which is completed at a FIA (Family Independence Agency) local site in Michigan and is conducted through the MDHS (Michigan Department of Human Services).  This check will search the CPS (Children’s Protection Services) central registry for abuse/neglect.  It is also required on every parent that will be working in the classroom, and this check is valid for 5 years, as long as the parent/family has not been away from Plymouth Children’s Nursery for longer than 3 years.  This clearance has to be completed by you, the parent, in person, at one of the local FIA sites.  The process is quick, and there is no fee for this check.  In order for the child abuse/neglect clearance to be performed, the following procedures have to be completed:
1. Travel to one of the following FIA/MDHS buildings to have the check completed:

a. 22050 Pennsylvania Road, Taylor – (734) 281-8204

b. 25350 Ecorse Road, Taylor – (313) 295-8000
c. 2700 Hamlin Boulevard, Inkster – (313) 277-4800.
2. Present a State of Michigan Valid Photo I.D. (Driver’s License, State I.D. Card).
3. Present your Social Security Card

4. Request a child abuse/neglect clearance.
5. Place the original (keep a copy for your records) clearance print-out in the Co-Presidents’ Mailbox at the school.
Both of these clearances are used strictly for state licensing purposes only.  The resulting information will only be viewed by the State of Michigan licensing office, the Michigan State Police and local FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation), the MDHS, and the Co-Presidents  of Plymouth Children’s Nursery, Inc.  All of the above organizations have very strict confidentiality regulations that are enforced at all times.  You, as an American citizen, have the ability to waive your right to have these checks completed.  The result, however, is that you will not be allowed to work in the school’s classroom, which in turn, violates your membership agreement of “regular assistance in teaching at the school.”  So unfortunately, due to state licensing policies, which are out of PCN’s control, if you do not have the clearances, you will not be able to be enrolled in the school.
Plymouth Children’s Nursery, Inc. is a wonderful school filled with great families, parents, and teachers.  We want to continue to grow and thrive as a cooperative preschool program for our children.  Therefore, we need to comply by these new regulations and policies, which are mandatory by the State of Michigan.  We greatly appreciate your attention and cooperativeness on this matter.
If you have any questions and/or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call us.  Thank you for your time.

FIA CLEARANCE MUST BE COMPLETED AND FORM TURNED IN AT LARGE GROUP MEETING IN SEPTEMBER.
